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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2, 4-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rowney (6373950 Bl). 

With respect to Claim 1, the limitation of "a home server including a proxy 
facility provided between a user terminal and an electronic market server for executing 
authentication and encryption to the electronic market server, instead of the user terminal, 
in an electronic commercial transaction" is met on column 4, lines 43-55; and "an 
establishing means for establishing an encrypted communication session between the user 
terminal and the home server, using public/secret keys of the user terminal and an 
electronic signature both transmitted from the user terminal" on column 14, lines 46-67 
and on column 15, lines 1-5; and "a proxy means for executing authentication of a 
certificate and exchanging a common key between the home server and the electronic 
market server, using public/secret keys of the electronic market server" on column 19, 
lines 25-43; and u an information means for informing the common key to the user 
terminal through the encrypted communication session and wherein an encrypted 
communication is executed between the user terminal and the electronic market server by 
using the common key that was exchanged between the home server and the electronic 
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market server" on column 14, lines 35-40 and 55-61. The customer computer system 
represents the user terminal. The merchant computer system represents the home server 
and the host legacy system in combination with the payment gateway system represent 
the proxy. The electronic signature is inherently present on the exchanged certificates. 
The payment gateway computer system is considered a part of the proxy/legacy server 
system because it provides reformatting functions that aid further functions of the 
proxy/legacy system towards authentication. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have the host legacy system in 
combination with the payment gateway system represent the proxy because they both 
work together towards the authentication of the client. 

With respect to Claim 2, the limitation of "a home card including an encryption 
managing means for executing the electronic signature and authentication of the 
certificate in order to execute authentication and exchange of the common key to the 
electronic market server" is met on column 2, lines 35-38 and on column 15, lines 47-58. 
The smart card inherently has an encryption managing means that performs authorization, 
key exchange and electronic signature execution. 

With respect to Claim 4, the limitation of "wherein the home card comprises an 
information means for recording decision information regarding an electronic money in 
the home card and for informing the recorded decision information to a mail address of 
the user terminal" is met on column 108, lines 8-9, 13-15. The memory of the smart card 
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makes the existence of an information means for recording decision information inherent 
in the reference. 

With respect to Claim 5, the limitation of "wherein the home card comprises a 
cancel means for canceling the decision information in the home card based on an 
authentication information for canceling the decision, and for adding electronic money 
subtracted by the decision to the electronic money in the home card" is met on column 
107, lines 45-57. The cancel means would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention because the electronic wallet in the reference has an 
interface that allows for reading and writing of information to itself Because electronic 
money can be subtracted from the electronic wallet, so also would it be obvious to add 
electronic money to the wallet due to a canceled transaction/decision or simply just to 
transfer one's balance onto the wallet from a pre-existing account. 

With respect to Claim 6, the limitation of "wherein the home card comprises a re- 
supplement means for supplementing the electronic money by adding supplementary 
electronic money, which was requested by the user terminal, to the electronic money in 
the home card, based on the authentication information in an electronic money managing 
facility provided in the proxy facility" is met inherently on column 107, lines 61-65 and 
on column 108, lines 16-22. Visa and debit cards are inherently forms of supplemental 
electronic money. 
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With respect to Claim 7, the limitation of "a home server and an electronic market 
server; the access card being connected to the user terminal; and the home server 
including a proxy facility being provided between the user terminal and the electronic 
market server for executing authentication and encryption to the electronic market 
server, instead of the user terminal; the access card" is met on column 4, lines 43-55 and 
on column 108, lines 7-22; and "an establishment means for establishing an encrypted 
communication session between the user terminal and the home server including the 
proxy facility" is met on column 14, lines 66-67 and on column 15, lines 1-8; and "an 
encrypted communication means for receiving a common key, which is exchanged 
between the home server and the electronic market server after an authentication process 
for the electronic market server, from the home server through the encrypted 
communication session, and for executing the encrypted communication with the 
electronic market server by using the common key" is met on column 19, lines 25-35. 

With respect to Claim 8, the limitation of "a reception unit to receive an 
identification information and a request for executing an authentication process, from the 
user terminal and a decision means for determining whether or not the identification 
information is stored in an internal or external memory" is met on column 14, lines 47- 
51, 55-61. The decision means is inherent from the fact that the merchant verifies the 
client's certificate. Further limitation of "a proxy means for executing a part, or all, 
communication in accordance with the predetermined procedures when the identification 
information is stored in the memory" is met on column 17, lines 45-49, 59-67 and on 
column 18, lines 1-4. 
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With respect to Claim 9, its limitation is similar to Claim 8 limitation and hence its 
rejection can be found therein. 

With respect to Claim 10, the limitation of "a user terminal being able to 
communicate with a first server and a second server" is met on Fig. IB; and "wherein the 
first sever includes a proxy facility for executing authentication with the second server 
instead of the user terminal when receiving an identification information and a request for 
executing an authentication process from the user terminal" on column 14, lines 46-51; 
and "the second server has an authentication facility to authenticate the user terminal in 
accordance with predetermined procedures and to provide a secret key for an authorized 
destination as a result of authentication" is met on column 19, lines 25-35; and "wherein 
the user terminal comprises a transmitting unit to transmit the identification information 
used for identifying its own terminal and the request for executing the authentication 
process, to the first server, and a receiving unit to receive the secret information from the 
first server" on column 20, lines 7-17. The payment gateway computer is considered a 
part of the proxy server system. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rowney 
(6373950 Bl) in view of Mooney et al (6351813 Bl). 

With respect to Claim 3, Rowney meets all the limitation except for the following 
limitation. 
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The limitation of "wherein the home card includes a logic circuit which enables 
an access by using a first password input from the user terminal; and a security releasing 
means for releasing the security for the proxy means by using a second password input 
from the user terminal, after establishment of the encrypted communication session to 
the user terminal in which an access was permitted" is met by Mooney et al on column 1, 
lines 59-67, column 2, lines 1-1 1 and on column 9, lines 31-36. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Mooney et al within the system of Rowney 
because a smart card and password combination system as a means of authentication is a 
well known method of authentication in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tracey Akpati whose telephone number is 703-305-7820. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8.30am-6.00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 703-305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Please note the Patent Office will be moving to the Alexandria campus next 
month. The new phone number for myself, Tracey Akpati is (571) 272-3846, my 
SPE, Kim Vu is (571) 272-3859 and the receptionist is (571) 272-2100. 
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